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LURSE OF THE BLAGK GOLD

DOCUMENTING THE RAVAGES OF OUR QIL-CRAZED WORLD

LOE] FRIDECHED8- TEXT

“I want people to look at this book and go, ‘Goddammit, this is cazy,™ photojsurnalist
Ed Kashi says He's taliding about Curse of the Black Godd: 5o Vears of O in the Niger Defta
[pewerHouie Books, spring o0B), & documsetany book focused on the aighth-lingest
exporier of oil in the world. in & negion that prodwoes 2.4 million barmels of oil & day at
$oa 2 barred, 7o percent of Nigerians lbve beneath the poverty Bine on bess than Sz per
day. Ervironmental conditions are 2o toade that most suffer frem oll pelsoning and the life
expectancy i only 47. This Is the kind of place, Kashi says, “where there |5 no way you can
muake sende of (£°

Flip through pages of images of womsen haking food an pipes bebdhing ol Aares or kids
playing while infernos bum in the near distance. Take a look at adodesoents camying
carrion roasted on nubker-tire grills through what's liberally a lving apocalypse, and you
will b kuard pressed to say it isn't oraze Nigeria in the age of il says Kishi—vwhao his
prestogriphed conflict i Northern Ineland, Imsg aod Afghanistan—is “one of the grosset
examples of soclal injustics that I've seen in the world.”

Agcompanied by several essays by Migerian authors, Curse of the Black Gold is a sureal
portrait of abundanon steernd b bly conmupt, It revweals how fuel That T To money
a5 500n i s unoovered has transbated into ifty years of disparity and tomiciy, leaving
a warkd without logic: (i Aanes bum for days, nomviolent sctiviem Rus been replaced by
millitancy, and maney disappears like smoke.

A% thie rise and fall of od prices capture headbines each day, the book is an important
glirnipaae indo 8 reddurcn thad, s Kaahi wis, “leawes b rail of evil and devtroction
from where it cormes cut of the ground to whene we wse 1.7 The workd we live in has
this surreal-waorld cownterpart, and it's fueling everything we depend on

Anthem asied Eashi o explain the contest behind a few of the distrbing yel aresting
images in Cowrie of the Black Gold
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